
   

     

                   
             

              
                 

                
             

                  
                    

                 
                     

                  
                     

                  
              

                  
              

                 
                 

                  
               

  

                 
                 

 

 
  

   











P O I N T B E T S I E L I G H T H O U S E
Historical Significance

Located at the southwestern exit of the famed Manitou Passage, Lake Michigan's
graveyard for both ships and sailors, Point Betsie is situated at an important crossroads
of the Great Lakes. As one of the most important navigational aids for generations of
mariners, our Lighthouse serves as a beacon of safety and security, both literally and
figuratively.

To understand the historical significance of the Point Betsie Lighthouse, built in 1858, it helps to consider how
goods and people were transported a century and more ago. To get from Detroit and points farther east to
Chicago and the developing West, 1-94 wasn't an option. Rather, one sailed up Lake Huron through the Straits of
Mackinac and the Manitou Passage, exiting offshore from Point Betsie. At its peak, more than 100 ships per day
sailed past our Lighthouse. It was an absolutely essential navigational route for most Great Lakes commerce.

Equally fascinating was the life of the Lighthouse Keeper, which might aptly be compared to that of a soldier;
hours of boredom punctuated by moments of panic. Of course, those moments almost always occurred during
the most horrific weather - raging storms, ice and snow, waves and darkness. And in the long and boring
interludes, the beacon had to be unfailingly alight by constantly replenishing it with fresh oil.

There was also a Lifesaving station at Point Betsie, and lifesaving measures were nothing short of heroic. All this
was done during an era when getting to and from Frankfort on horseback was no simple journey, and before
other modern conveniences were available.

With this history that is so much a part of our local area and the broader region, we are today fortunate to be
able to visit, learn about and enjoy this iconic Lighthouse and gorgeous beach. Our mission as the Friends of the
Point Betsie Lighthouse is to be able to carry this on, to preserve and protect this facility, and to educate all about
its significance and relevance.

We already offer the opportunity to stay in the period-appropriate Keepers' quarters, climb the tower on our
popular tours, and browse our well-stocked gift shop. We have also created an on-site museum, complete with
an authentic life-saving boat, numerous exhibits, and several videos, including a new one for this season narrated
by historian and author Jon Hawley.

To truly fulfill our mission of care and preservation, we absolutely must repair our 1944-vintage Shoreline
Protection System and improve our road access for the safety and convenience of our visitors. It is toward that
end that we seek your most generous possible contribution.

Please give now to help us secure the future of this historic and treasured Lighthouse.
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