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A  Letter from the Board President:

What a great summer it was at Point Betsie Lighthouse! We enjoyed 
another record year of visitors and tour tickets sold, our "Keeper's 
Quarters" apartment rental was almost sold out, and Gift Shop sales 
continued to climb. We are fortunate to be well-supported by our 
many visitors, by the community, and by our loyal volunteers and 
staff, for whom we are very thankful. (See Page 4 for our “Summer 
Report Card.”)

Our biggest news is the success of our Capital Campaign. Along with 
the entire Board of Directors of the Friends of Point Betsie 
Lighthouse, I am honored, humbled and thrilled to announce that we 
have surpassed the first hurdle in our $1 million+ Capital 
Campaign and are approaching $1.1 million in funds raised to 
date! 

We are grateful for gifts of all sizes, but an anonymous lead gift of 
$1 million targeted specifically for the Shoreline Protection System 
(SPS) has allowed us to jumpstart that project. Given the extremely 
high levels of Lake Michigan, the urgency with which we must 
address this risk could not be more clear, and we are very thankful to 
be able to prioritize this effort.

Further funds raised will enable us to address the "+" part of our $1 
Millon+ Capital Campaign.  In addition to completing the safety and 
access improvements to our road-end and beach-entry areas, we 
will be able to expand our educational and outreach programs. 
These bring in both children and adults to learn about the historical 
significance of our local treasure and its impact on the history, 
development and commerce of our region. Additional funds will also 
allow us to begin the search for our first executive director and 
perhaps add a little cushion in the event of construction cost over-
runs. Please continue to prioritize the Lighthouse in your giving plans 
and help us complete these efforts, which are off to such a good 
start. You will find a donor envelop inside the newsletter.

Join me in celebrating this exciting news!
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3rd Place Winner 
Point Betsie  
at Sunset 
Randall Nyhof 

The first public photo exhibition began at the Lighthouse on July 3. Professional and amateur photographers 
submitted photos for consideration. Three thousand paid Lighthouse tour visitors voted for their favorite 
photograph throughout the month of July. A three-member panel of professional photographers selected one 
overall $1,000 grand prize winner. The top vote getters ($500 for first place, $250 for second place, $100 for 
third place) and the grand prize winner ($1,000) were announced at a party at the Lighthouse on National 
Lighthouse Day, Aug. 7. Thank you to all who entered.


Take a look at the beautiful photos on these pages and consider shooting some yourself for our next contest!


Grand Prize Winner! 
Point Betsie Light 
Russell Barneveld

1st Place Winner 
Point Betsie Winter Fury 
Mark Darnell 

Summer Visitors Enjoy First Photo Competition

2nd Place Winner 
Aurora at Point Betsie 
Brad Reed
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Point Betsie 
Kristin Randall

Wrapped in Winter 
Paul Waterstradt Point Betsie Log 

Russell Barneveld 

Under Water at Point Betsie 
Brad Reed 

Point Betsie Splash 
Todd Reed 

Point Betsie Ice II 
Rodger Skinner 

Point Betsie Blues  
Todd Reed 

Point Betsie - Southward 
Richard Smith 
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What We Did on our Summer ‘Vacation’ … 

Point Betsie Lighthouse welcomed thousands of 
visitors this summer, thanks to the hard work of 
our sta  and volunteers. Our summer report card 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day showed steady 
growth in all categories.

Tours up 8%, following increases of 12.76% 
in 2018 and 25% in 2017

Gift Shop sales up 10.7%, following 18.24% 
in 2018 and 47% in 2017

Keeper’s Apartment Rentals were up nearly 
5% with bookings reaching a 90% fill rate

Visit www.pointbetsie.org to learn more about our 
e orts, and please consider joining us as a 
volunteer in summer 2020! 

Point Betsie Gets a Makeover!

The freshly painted Oil House (right), was bright and cheerful 
on a recent gray fall day. Once upon a time the structure 
stored extra oil for the lighthouse tower and the keeper’s 
household lamps.

Point Betsie Friends Jay Burt, Mark Lindsay and Steve Loveless (left to right) 
juried a photo contest that attracted hundreds of visitors to the Lighthouse 
this summer.

The Lighthouse  and Tower, Storage Building, and Oil Storage 
Building all received fresh coats of paint and had rotted wood 
repaired this summer. The Lighthouse and the Oil Storage Building 
should look good for the next 10 years, and the wooden-sided 
Storage Building and the Tower, both of which take more of a 
beating from harsh weather than the face of the Lighthouse, 
should remain in good shape for the next five years.  

Last year, we had the wooden shakes on the roofs of the 
Lighthouse and Storage Building painted, and the Fog Signal 
Building was repaired, re-plastered and repainted, too. They 
should be good to go for the next four years or so.  

We’re heading into winter with all our buildings shining!



Point Betsie Lighthouse
2019 Members, Donors and Supporters

Barbara Anderson
Jim Anderson
Molly & Bob Appleford
Mary & Jon Armstrong
Ruth & Mike Assenmacher
Jo Bahry
Carol Baily
Genie Wolfson & Bruce Baker
Barbara Baltazar
Liza Barnard & Jim Ryan
Andrew Barnard, Jr
Karen & Bob Barnes
Carolyn Bates
Patsy & Bill Beck
Joy French Becker
The Bedford Cottage
Mary Heald Beh
Ernie Behnke
Sara & David Belknap
Kathleen & Jeffrey Bell
Benzie Sunrise Rotary Club
Cindy Berg
Gary Blair
Julia & Stephen Blakely
Sharon & Wes Blizzard
Nancy & Robert Boehm
Lou Ann & Eric Bohman
Brad Borgeson
Douglas Bowers
Nancy Murray & Brad Steffens
Barbara & Douglas Bradley
Grace Bries
Sheila & Bill Brogan
Pat Brougham
Bob Brown
Gayle & Bob Brown
Ginny & Grant Brown
Annie Brown & Jeff Filbrandt
The Roy Brown family
Jan & Joan Brunner
Diane Brutzer
Jan & Bill Buck
Mary & Kent Burgener

Anne & Bill Burleigh & family
Jill & Larry Burnside
Anne & Jay Burt, Jr
Leslie & Ed Butt
Shelly & Larry Cahalan
Linda & Bruce Campbell
Vicki Carpenter & Phil Downs
Laura & Dean Chamberlain
P Chamberlain/K Underhill
Chimney Corners Resort
Kathleen Chinavare
Hallie & Steve Christian
Donna & Chuck Clarke
Jane Comings
Janet & Robert Condon
Connie & Ken Crosher
Karen Crossen & Jeff May
Jennifer Crossen&Joan Callahan
Marcia Curran
Jan Curtis
Jennifer & Phil Daly
Carol & Stacy Daniels
David Davis
Marcy Day
John S. Deeming
Ellen Dehm & Catherine Adler
Denise DeLuca
DeVos Family Foundation
Annie & Mike DeVries
Helen & Roger Dewey
Diane & James Dixon
Hank Dow
Herbert H & Barbara C Dow
Kristine Drake
Anne & Earl Dryden
Judy & John Duda
Maggie Duncan
Cheri & Bill Dundon
Sally & Jim Dutton
Barbara & Ned Edwards
Elizabeth Eldredge
Myra Elias
Sally Elliott

Nancy & Bill Ellis
Robert Ely
Rita & David Engels
Julie Espinoza
Charlene & John Ester
Jacqueline Fett
Kathy Fishburn
Beth & Joe Fitzsimmons
Blair Foote
Ruth Forrest
Joy & Tim Foster
Phyllis Foster
Nancy Foust
DeAnne & Todd Frank
Bonnie & Lawrence Franka
Suzanne Freshour
Russell Fuller
Nancy & Paul Gaffney
Inge & Michael Gerber
Dale Gerretse
MBurrows-Getz/Thomas Getz
Margaret Gibson
Jayne & Bill Gilligan
Jo & Al Glantz
Linda & John Glenn
Nancy & Neil Goerisch
Susan & Thor Goff
Mary & Jim Gosnell
Pam & Steve Grace
Judy Grant
Arline & Ted Greene
Margaret T. & Ward Griffen
Roger Griner
Norma & Jim Haase
Ginny & Larry Hale
Leslie Hamp
Linda Hanley
Molly & Scott Harrison
April Haulman & Mitch Cunliff
Dorothy & David Hawley
Peggy & Jon Hawley
Carol Henderson
Joanne Herban-Snow

Penny & Bill Herd
Julie Herrick
Walter Herrick
Laura & Richard Hill
Sharon Hillquist
Mary Helen Hoffmeyer
Pat Holmes
JoAnne & Michael Holton
Trudi & Dan Hook
Janet & Fred Hough
Alma House
Darcy Howe & John Black
Lesa & Michael Huget
Gerry & Al Hyams & family
Gia Interlandi
Gia Interlandi & Thomas Healy
Peggy & Ralph Jackson, Jr
Chris & Dave Jahr
Barbara Johnson
Carol & Gary Johnson
Richard Johnson
Amy Jones
Terri Jones
Gerald Jordan
Linda Kao
Lucie Keating
Sally Keeney
Linda Kehr
Charlie & Linda Kehr Fund
Raymond Keithley
Mary Campbell Kemp
Kevin Kerns
Cindy & Bill Killian
Dominique King
Susan & Bob King
Shirley & Darrell Kinnan
Bonnie  Kistler & Jodi Blair
Maureen/Bruce Kleinman family
Avonne Lee Knecht
Mary Jane Krugh
Linda & Tom Kucera
Annie Kuether
Pat & Jim Laarman



Charles Lafayette
Dennis Lamb
Rosemary Lambert
Jack Lapidos
Laura & David Larkins
Debby & Mike Laslo
Carole & Will Lee
Kathy & Tom Lehner
Carolyn Longmire
Ann & Steve Loveless
Susan Lyle
Nancy Lyon
Barbara & Rudy Macander
Chris & Jim MacInnes
Barbara MacInnis
Sandra Maconochie
David MacWilliams
Jody Marquis
Marilyn Maslo
Honnie & Dick McClear
Inger & Bill McEwen
Robert McGee
Pat & Jim McGuinness
Sharon McKinley
Susan McLaren
Ann McLaren & Bud Helstad
Janice & James McMillan
Nancy & John Meade
Sarah & Tony Menchaca
Jean Mercier
Janice & Gene Meredith
Dr. Robert A. Meyers
Elizabeth & Mark Michels
Ruth Ann & Jim Millikan
Martha & Andy Mollema
Edie & Bob Molumby
Elizabeth & Richard Morris
Peggy & Walter Nelson
Paula & Ray Nichols
Burton & Carolyn Noll
L Andy Norman
Judy & Bob Norris
Linda & Stan Nunn
Joan O'Connell
Dena & Keith O’Hara
Rebecca & Bruce Ogilvie
William C. Olsen
Joey & Bill Parris

Jane & Vincent Perna
Heather & Roger Perry
Linda & Michael Perry
Drs K & D Peters family
Nancy & Len Peterson
Patty & Ed Petrick
George Petritz
Barbara & Paul Poehlein
 Lou Politt/Brown/Pike families
Curtis Poole family
Ruth Post
Jennifer & Tim Potter
David Puckett Family
Jane Purkis
Jane & Jeff Puvogel
Donna & Ron Puzio
Pam & Jim Radabaugh
Jane & Rick Radulski
Ruth Reeve
Nancy C. Reid
Nancy & John Repp
William Richmond
Rozanne/David Robertson family
Clare & Charles Rodes
Dr. Elizabeth Rodgers Hill
Gwen Rogers
Mary & Jim Rogers
Frankfort Rotary Club
Barbara & John Rothhaar
Kimberly & Timothy  Royle
Nancy/George Rubenson family
Phyllis Runyan
Michelle & Bob Russell
Marianne Samper
Lynn Sandmann
Helene Saunders
Ethel & Albert Sawyer
Bob Schmidt
Mary & Bob Scholl
Barbara & Paul Schwartz
Nancy & Sandy Schwartz
Susan Schwartz
John Scott
Ellen & Lowell Shaw
Patricia & Scribner Sheafor
Tanya & Steve Sheridan
Wanda & Steve Shreiner
Ellie & Tom Shulman

Mary Simone
Agnes & Jerry Slater
Sandra & Frank Slater
Diana Slotnick
Barry D. Smith
Debby B. & Terry Smith
Carol & Paul Stemmelen
Donna & James Stevens
Harriet Stone
Stormcloud Brewing Company
Martha Stroben & family
Dr Robert F & Cheryl A Sunday
Nancy & Bruce Symonds
Dianne Taeckens & Ken Mulder
Jane Tarnecki
Melanie & Dick Taylor
Frank Thorp
Christine & Bill Toole
Shirley & Gary Tranquill
Sharon & Charles Trense
Anne & Dick Tryon
Christy/Toby/Laura/Evan Tull
Dori Turner
Josephine Vaughan
Kate & Chris Vaughan
D’Arlene Ver Duin
Elsa & Andrew Verrill
Bev & Mike Viilo
Anne Vogel & Tom Merrill
Cathie & Bruce Walker
Karen  Walkley
Steve Walton
Karen Waterman
Catherine Webb
Kristi & Tom Weir
Marjorie Weir
Nancy & Pete Weir
Judy Welch
Stephen T. Wentworth
Marilyn & Mac Whisner
Avace Ellen Wildie
Nancy Williamson
Carol & Don Wilson
Mike Wilson
Patty & Bart Wilson
Peter H. Wollenberg
Beth Wolszon
Susan Wood

Margot & Steve Wynkoop
Janet & David Wynne
Laurel Yocom & Richard Kebler
Kay Younkman
Ruth & Frank Zinn
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Contributions to the Capital Campaign … 
Anonymous
Jon & Mary Armstrong 
Jo Bahry
Carolyn L. Bates in Memory of       

Stewart E.H. Bates  
Bedford Cottage Fund
Ernest C. Behnke
Gary Blair
Jan and John Brunner
Bill & Anne Burleigh
Ed & Leslie Butt
Steve & Hallie Christain
Ken & Connie Crosher
Karen Crossen in Memory of 

Phil Crossen
Albert Cunliff
Dick & Betsy DeVos Family Fdn.
Duncan Cottages
Bill & Cherie Dundon
Jim & Sally Dutton
Ned & Bobbie Edwards
Grant & Molly Ellis
William & Nancy Ellis 
David & Rita Engles
John & Char Ester
Jacqueline Fett
Jeff Filbrandt & Annie Brown
Blair Foote
Ruth Forrest
Todd & DeAnne Frank
Dr. Thomas A. Getz

Tom Healy & Gia Interlandi
Bud Helstad & Anne McLaren in 

Memory of Adele McLaren
Herbert H. & Barbara C. Dow Fdn./

Hank Dow
Barbara Johnson
Richard Johnson
Linda Kehr
Mary Campbell Kemp
Kevin Kerns
Jody Marquis
Marilyn Maslo
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Molumby
Richard & Liz Morris
Dave & Kathy Peters
George Petritz
Arden Poole
Rick & Jane Radulski
Nancy Reid in Memory of J.C. Reid
Dr. Elizabeth Rodgers
Jim & Mary Rodgers
Robert & Marianne Samper
Nancy Schwartz
Diana Slotnick
Charles & Sharon Trense
Toby & Christy Tull
Dori Turner
Andrew & Elsa Verrill
Steven Walton
Mac & Marilyn Whisner
Avace Wildie
Kathryn Younkman 

Contributions** in Memory of … 
Patricia Andrus from Avace Ellen Wildie
John Armour from Dena & Keith O’Hara 
Stewart E.H. Bates from Carolyn Bates 
Lee & Phil Crossen from Karen Crossen & Je  May 
Lucy deMonchaux from David MacWilliams 
Gordon J. Dobis from Dr. Robert F. & Cheryl A. Sunday     
Albert Elias from Myra Elias 
Timothy Marks from Dominique King
Adele L. McLaren from Ann McLaren & Bud Helstad
John Haddick from Carolyn Longmire 
Phil Hill from Suzanne Freshour 
Doris & Dick Howe from Darcy Howe & John Black
John A. Krugh from Mary Jane Krugh 
Doris Nunn  from Linda & Stan Nunn
J.C. Reid from Nancy C. Reid 
Everett & Florence Shaw from John S. Deeming
John H. Wake from Kathleen & Je rey Bell 
Elsie Walton from Steve Walton

Contributions** in Honor of … 
Monday Morning CSA Bible Studies from Carol Bailey 
Bob Wiley from Wanda & Steve Shreiner

Recent Contributions to Point Betsie Lighthouse*

*Reflects donations received as of Oct. 29, 2019. 
**Reflects gifts to the General Fund.

Dear Community: We Want 
Your Feedback and Advice!
We are pleased to announce the creation of the first 
Point Betsie Lighthouse Friends Advisory Board.

"We are fortunate to have had many very capable 
individuals precede us on our Board,” said President 
Dick Taylor. “We would be remiss if we did not 
leverage their knowledge and experience by formally 
creating this group to help us more e ectively face 
our opportunities and challenges.”

It is our hope and intent to include others from 
outside our Friends of PBLH circle who might also 
bring their valuable skills to Point Betsie. 

Would you prefer to Donate Electronically?
       Click here >> 

https://www.pointbetsie.org/support/membership.html
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Don’t We Look Great? See Inside for More Images from 
Our 2019 Point Betsie Photography Competition!

Transition 
Todd Reed

Michigan Tropics 
Brad Reed

Point Betsie Lighthouse 
Heather Bunkelman


