
The Friends had another great season 
this year at Point Betsie.  I would like to 
extend our warmest gratitude to all the 
staff, volunteers, members, and others 
that helped make the 2015 year a success.  
We are fortunate to have your support.

2015 marked a big step forward for our 
organization.  During the past two years 
we experimented with using college 
interns to help supplement our volunteer 
staff.  This year we expanded our efforts 
by hiring a manager and 5 other paid 
employees.  This larger staff made it 
possible for us to expand our operations 
to as many as 6 days a week in the peak 
season.  The response was enthusiastic, 
with over 8000 paid visitors during the 
course of the season, a substantial increase 
over last year.  

We were very fortunate to have our new 
manager, Mara MacKay, join the Friends’ 
team.  She comes to us with a depth of 
experience in historical interpretation 
and educational programming.  We 
are looking forward to developing joint 
programs with the local schools to extend 
our outreach into the community and to 
recruit a new generation of Point Betsie 
supporters among our local youth.

Based on the success of the new museum 
exhibit in the Boathouse these past two 
seasons, we are hard at work planning 
improvements to the visitor experience in 
the Lighthouse, as well as contemplating 
additional uses for the Fog Signal Building.  
More to come in 2016.

Thank you to all who participated in 
our Time Capsule Program to promote 
the Beacon Endowment for Point Betsie 
Lighthouse.  This program resonated 
with our supporters because of rich 
family memories surrounding the Point 
Betsie experience.  The purpose of the 
Endowment is to protect the investment 
we all have in preserving Point Betsie for 
future generations.  We still have a way 
to go to achieve our goal, but we are very 
grateful to all those who have helped us 
bring the Endowment to reality. 

Have a great winter, and see you next year.

- Jim Radabaugh, President

The Friends of
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Many persons supportive of Point Betsie Lighthouse 
knew Bonnie Warren, a longtime member of the 
Friends board, who succumbed to cancer this past 
spring after a courageous battle.

Bonnie was a person who did not want to miss any 
opportunity to serve, and no one appreciated that 
characteristic as clearly as I did during my time as a 
founding board member and its president.  I recall the 
weeks when, with minimal financial resources, several 
of us framed the photographs which yet hang within 
the lighthouse to help visitors understand our history.  
Bonnie had a key part in that activity, as she also did 
in another early interpretive mission, the production 
of two large bas reliefs which depict the lighthouse in 
its original form and the adjacent Point Betsie US Life-
Saving Service station.

When we had the opportunity to obtain the beautiful 
Coast Guard lighthouse tender which now is the heart 
of our museum in the new Jim and Molly Rogers 
building, Bonnie was quick to volunteer.  She not 
only worked many hours on the boat’s restoration, 
but also served as the scheduler of our crew members’ 
individual participation.  

Through the years, Bonnie made certain that Michigan’s 
Welcome Centers were supplied with cards informing 
potential visitors of our hours, etc., and she assisted 
me in various leadership tasks even while she was 
also committed to other wonderful local projects, 
such as the development of the Betsie Valley Trail, the 
rehabilitation of the Garden Theater, and Frankfort’s 
Tree City initiative.

Point Betsie Light Station was a vital place of service, 
and we remember Bonnie Warren among its faithful 
supporters.

  - Jon Hawley

BONNIE WARREN												          

Friends of Point Betsie Lighthouse Beacon	

Photo By Andrea Frost, “foreman” of the 
lighthouse tender restoration crew.

For those donors who wish to contribute to the Friends for operational, membership or general 

purposes and also to the endowment, we respectfully request that you do so in separate checks.  The 

general purpose check should be made out to the Friends of Point Betsie and sent to our PO Box 601 

in Frankfort.  Any checks designated for the Endowment Fund should be made out to Grand Traverse 

Regional Community Foundation and sent to 250 E Front Street, STE. 310; Traverse City, MI  49684.  

Of course, you can also send those checks to us and we will pass them along to GTRCF.

- Chuck Clarke, Treasurer

PLEASE NOTE ...  										                



3

In visiting the exhibit room in the Rogers Boathouse, 
you may have noticed a remarkable set of oars mounted 
above the doors on the west wall. 

We are grateful to be able to display these impressively 
long and heavy oars, which were made for use by 
life-savers whose duty required them to row a large 
surfboat.  They are particularly distinctive because they 
bear identification marks of both the U.S. Life-Saving 
Service and the U.S. Coast Guard.  Thus, both before 
and after the modern Coast Guard’s establishment in 
1915, Point Betsie’s surfmen likely pulled them in drills 
and actual rescue operations.
 
The Coast Guard’s guidance to its station captains who 
trained their boat crews were characteristically explicit: 
“A good oarsman in a well drilled crew sits erect on his 
thwart, feet together on his stretcher, hands together 
on handle, with backs of hands up, oar level with rail, 
blade trimmed with blade of stroke oar.”

“At ‘Give way together,’ the first motion is to lean well 
forward, keep back straight, shove both arms out 
perfectly straight in front, point blade forward and 
down, and turn it so that as it is about to enter the 

water. The flat part of the blade is perpendicular.  The 
second motion:  With feet on stretcher, eyes looking 
straight aft (not watching blade), keep arms perfectly 
rigid, and lean back beyond the vertical.  Always lay 
back on your oar and pull it through the water.  Do 
not attempt to pull with arms alone, but always bring 
the muscles of the back into play.  The third motion is 
known as the ‘recovery’.  When leaning back beyond 
the vertical, by bending the arms quickly, the blade is 
pulled through the water and a sudden force is applied 
to the oar; this is the most efficient part of the stroke.  
The oar is withdrawn from the water, and the wrists are 
dropped until the blade is parallel to the water.  Take 
the next stroke without stopping.”

Of course, among some more general rules, is the 
following instruction:  “Paddling and slouchiness in a 
station boat shall not be permitted.”

You might want to keep these pointers in mind when 
you’re out for a row next summer, or come to see these 
formidable “tools of the trade” in Point Betsie’s unique 
boathouse.

- Jon Hawley

AN IMPORTANT ARTIFACT											        
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For the last several years, Point Betsie has been moving 
toward longer hours of operation which has been made 
possible, in part, by hiring staff to help work in the gift 
shop and to serve as docents, and to augment our loyal 
and dedicated volunteer staff.  For the first time this 
summer we hired a full-time, on-site manager, Mara 
MacKay.

Mara brings a rich, varied background of experience 
to the job as a seasoned community organizer, award-
winning author, and cultural tourism specialist.  Her 
combined nonprofit and heritage tourism experience 
makes her a good fit at Point Betsie Lighthouse.  
She credits an early love of history and art to her 
grandparents, who shared their passion for both of 
those by founding the Art of the Lakes Gallery in Battle 
Lake, Minnesota, her home state. 

Mara is excited to be a new resident of Beulah where 
she lives with her two teenagers, Saige and Aiden. She 

hopes, with their help, to involve more young people 
as Point Betsie volunteers in the future.

INTRODUCING MARA MACKAY										        

Mara MacKay
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Friends of Point Betsie Lighthouse Beacon	

                                                   Memorial Contributions                                                           

                                             “In Honor Of” Contributions                                                           
In Honor of... 
Dee Miller....................................................................................................................................................Connie & Irv Zitlow
Jon and Peggy Hawley................................................................................................................Dee & Eldon Miller and family
Rtuh Ann Millikan...............................................................................................................................Ruth Ann & Jim Millikan
The Marriage of Pam Dow and Dale Collie.......................................................................................................Leslie & Ed Butt

In Memory of... 
Adele L McLaren............................................................................................................................ Ann McLaren & Bud Helstad
Ayla Eldredge................................................................................................................................................. Elizabeth Eldredge
Bonnie Warren........................................................................................................................................ Mary & Jon Armstrong

Mary & Preston Dilts
Bridget & Harrison “Tip” Miller.............................................................................................................................Mike Wilson
Florence & Everett Shaw...................................................................................................................................John S. Deeming
Gerald Margetson................................................................................................................................... Sandra & Frank Slater
Helen and Warren Mutch..................................................................................................................................Mary & Bill Todt
Herb & Betty Carter.................................................................................................................... K Underhill & P Chamberlain
Marian & John Hartsuff...........................................................................................................................................Sandy Duke
Marion Higgins............................................................................................................................................... Jill & Bill Higgins
Matt Sorensen........................................................................................................................................ Megan & Dan Sorensen
Michael D. Potter.............................................................................................................................................Patsy & Bill Beck
Richaard Sheridan.................................................................................................................................Tanya & Steve Sheridan
Sharon Mullally.......................................................................................................................................Kate & Chris Vaughan
Stewart E.H. Bates.................................................................................................................................................Carolyn Bates
Susan McGee.........................................................................................................................................................Robert McGee

Point Betsie Lighthouse - 2015 Members, Donors and Supporters                                                                                                                                             
Dr & Mrs James Albright

Gretchen Amstutz
Jim Anderson
Fred Anderson

Molly & Bob Appleford
Mary & Jon Armstrong

Thomas Armstrong
Ruth & Mike Assenmacher

Jo & Ted Bahry
Michelle & Fred Baird

Patti & Gary Baker
Rose M. Baker

Barbara & James Baltazar
Liza Barnard & Jim Ryan

Bob Barnes
Carolyn Bates

Patsy & Bill Beck
Joy French Becker

Carol & Bill Bedford
Mary Heald Beh

Mary & Ernie Behnke
Priscilla Belden

Maryellen & Robert Bieder
Julia & Stephen Blakely

Edith & Thomas Bletcher

Sharon & Wes Blizzard
Lou Ann & Eric Bohman

Bruce Bordner
Jennifer & Kenneth Bosma
Mary & Douglas Bowers
Barbara & Doug Bradley
Ginny & Grant Brown
Rebecca & Roy, Emily 

& Rollie Brown
Anne Brown & Jeff Filbrandt

Gordon Brunner
Diane Brutzer

Jan & Bill Buck
Mary & Kent Burgener

Anne & Bill Burleigh & family
Peggy Burns & Phil Deloria

Jill & Larry Burnside
Anne & Jay Burt, Jr

Leslie & Ed Butt
Joel Buzzell 

& Saskia Van Wolferen
Shelli & Larry Cahalan

Sandy Campbell
Linda & Bruce Campbell

Catherine & Richard Campbell

Eileen & Denis Cannaert
Vicki Carpenter & Phil Downs

Marsha & Harold Case
Elisabeth Case

Sally Casey
K Underhill & P Chamberlain

Diane & Everett Chambers
Kathleen & Ernest Chinavare

Nelda Christ
Hallie & Steve Christian

Mary & Elliott Chubb
Donna & Chuck Clarke

James Clough
Janet & Robert Condon

Jane Cooper
Joan & David Crary

Karen Crossen & Jeff May
Jennifer Crossen 
& Joan Callahan

Marcia & Ted Curran
Jan Curtis

Jennifer & Phil Daly
The Dean Davis Family

John S. Deeming
Alice & Michael Dehm

Ellen Dehm & Catherine Adler
Denise DeLuca

Nancy & John Deobald
Annie & Mike DeVries
Helen & Roger Dewey
Mary & Preston Dilts

Nancy Donald
Hank Dow

Sandy Downie
Judy & John Duda

Sandy Duke
Joyce & Jerry Duncan
Cheri & Bill Dundon
Anne Willson Dupré
Sally & Jim Dutton

Jean Edwards
Barbara & Ned Edwards

Elizabeth Eldredge
Sally & David Elliott

Dennis Elliott
Phil Ellis

Nancy & Bill Ellis
Charlene & John Ester

Ethel C. Fischer
Kathy & Geoff Fishburn
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Barbara and Ted Fisher
Beth & Joe Fitzsimmons

Ruth Forrest
Phyllis Foster

Joy & Tim Foster
Mary Vallance Franco & Edward Franco

Martha L. & David V. Frank
Bonnie & Lawrence Franka

Russ Freeburg
Suzanne Freshour
Robert K. Freye

Gull Lake Friends
Molly & Edmund Frost

Frances & Nicholas Frost
Russell Fuller

Holly & Bill Fuller
Nancy & Paul Gaffney

Martha Garber
Susan Garrison
Dale Gerretse

M. Burrows-Getz & Thomas Getz
Margaret Ann Gibson
Jayne & Bill Gilligan

Karen & William Gilmore
Jo & Al Glantz

Nancy & Neil Goerisch
Susan & Thor Goff

Mary & Jim Gosnell
Jennette Gottlieb

Pamela & Stephen Grace
Judy Grant

Sandee & Don Greene
Marjorie & Richard Groenwald

Cheryl Gross & David Richardson
Maureen Guzy & family

Norma & Jim Haase
Mr & Mrs George Haberer

Barbara Hack
Penny & John Haddick
Ginny & Larry Hale
Linda & Ted Hansen

Joanne Hansen
Pat & Peter Harkness

Marcia Hartnell
April Haulman & Mitch Cunliff

Peggy & Jon Hawley
Dorothy & David Hawley

Robert Hawley
Gene & Arlys Heeringa

Mary & Richard Heglin
Carol & Robert Henderson

Penny & Bill Herd
Walter Herrick

Pat & Hugh Hessler
Jill & Bill Higgins

Suzanne M. Hilgendorf
Laura & Richard Hill

Jean Hillman
Sharon Hillquist

Kristan Becker Hoffman
Mary Helen Hoffmeyer

Delie Holmes
Laura & Ted Holmes

JoAnne & Michael Holton
Janet & Fred Hough

Alma House
Gerry & Al Hyams

Peggy & Ralph Jackson, Jr
Chris & Dave Jahr

Dorothea & David Jeggle
Barbara Johnson
Richard Johnson

Linda Kao
Rosalie Karunas

Lucie Keating
Charles Keeling

Raymond Keithley
Mary Campbell Kemp

Michael Kennedy
Meg & Steve King

Dominque King & Tim Marks
Lucie & Charles Kinzel

Maureen & Bruce Kleinman & family
Priscilla Kline

Beth & Jack Kloskoski
Avonne Lee Knecht

Susan Koenig
Lorie & Mike Krieger

Mary Jane Krugh
Linda & Tom Kucera
Rep. Annie Kuether
Pat & Jim Laarman
Pat & Dennis Lamb

Julie Lambiotte
Laura & David Larkins

Debby & Mike Laslo
Connie Lawler

Carole & Will Lee
Kathy & Tom Lehner

Deana & Tom Leinberger
Patricia & Robert Lekovish

Claudia & Pete Lewis
Ruthanne & Bruce Love

Ann & Steve Loveless
Nancy & Ed Lyon

Barbara & Rudy Macander
Chris & Jim MacInnes Barbara MacInnis

Sandra Maconochie
Jody Marquis

Ann Martin & Rick Peirce
Joellen McDonald

Inger & Bill McEwen
Robert McGee

Pat & Jim McGuinness
Sharon McKinley

Ann McLaren & Bud Helstad
Janice & James McMillan

Judy & Bob McQuilkin
Nancy & Philip Meek

Sarah & Tony Menchaca
Elizabeth & Mark Michels
MaryEllen & Ray Miller

Dee & Eldon Miller and family
Ruth Ann & Jim Millikan

Edie & Bob Molumby
Louise & Kim Morris

Mary Jane & James Murray
Bruce & James Murray, Jr

Peggy & Walter Nelson
Martha D. & Roger H. Nelson

Paula & Ray Nichols
Carolyn & Burton Noll

L Andy Norman
Judy & Bob Norris
Ann & Bud Oliver
Joan & Bill Olsen

Kipp Owen
Beverly Page

Charles Parkinson
Joey & Bill Parris

Linda & Leigh Payment
Bill Pearson

Barbara & Michael Perry
Heather & Roger Perry

Drs Kathleen & David Peters
Ellen & Dave Petrick

Patty & Ed Petrick
Althea Petritz
George Petritz

Donna & Ron Phillips
Nancy & Edwin S. Pierce

Richard Pierson
Janice Pike

Barbara & Paul Poehlein
Lou Politt/Brown/Pike families

Margie & Chris Porter
Ruth Post

Ruth L. Potter
Virginia & Vernon Potts

Barbara Pray
Jan, Melissa, Cecilia Pryor

David Puckett Family
Jane Purkis

Jane & Jeff Puvogel
Pat Scheel & Michael Quinn

Mary Sue & Jim Raber
Pam & Jim Radabaugh

Susan Rastelli
Patricia & William Reed

Ruth Reeve
Nancy C. Reid

Suzanne Reising
Victoria & William Richmond

Kay Richter & Stephen Buchmann
Linda & David Rodebaugh

Martha & Nelson Rodes
Clare & Charles Rodes

Gwen Rogers
Mary & Jim Rogers

Mary T. & James R. Rogers
Cheryl Roth

Barbara & John Rothhaar
Kimberly & Timothy Royle
Nancy & George Rubenson

Jonnine & Tom Rumney
Michelle & Bob Russell

Marianne Samper
Lynn Sandmann

Ethel & Albert Sawyer
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Mary & Bob Scholl
Susanne & Gerald Schroer

Kathy & Steve Schultz
Susan Schwartz

Laurie & Chuck Sears
Ellen & Michael Sepeshy

Barbara & Brian Seretsky
Ellen & Lowell Shaw

Patricia & Scribner Sheafor
Tanya & Steve Sheridan

Ellie & Tom Shulman
Agnes & Jerry Slater

Sandra & Frank Slater
Diana Slotnick

Barry David Smith
Debby B. & Terry Smith
Megan & Dan Sorensen

Diane Young-Sptizer & A.L. Spitzer
Carol Stack
Jim Stamm

Carol & Paul Stemmelen
Donna & James Stevens

Harriet Stone
Joan Stradal

Ann Strehle & Barb Skurdall
Martha Stroben

Carol & Will Sudduth
Dr Robert F Sunday

William Suppnick
Jane Tarnecki

Carolyn & Kelly Thayer
Maurine & Bruce Thompson

Shelly Thompson
Mary & Bill Todt

Christine & Bill Toole
Phil, Sarah & Ellen Torrens

Diane & Glen Tracy
Shirley & Gary Tranquill

Bonnie & Russ Trowbridge
Christy & Toby Tull

James R. Turner
Durette Upton

Phoebe & Roger Vance
Josephine Vaughan

Kate & Chris Vaughan
D’Arlene Ver Duin & Lynn Sims

Elsa & Andrew Verrill
Beverly & Wesley Vilo Jr

Lynn & John Vinkemulder
Michael Wadsworth

Cathie & Bruce Walker
Kathy & John Walthorn

Steve Walton
Elsie Walton

Helen & Robert Wangard
Karen & Michael Waterman

Catherine Webb
Nancy & Pete Weir

Susan Wenzlick
Carole & Laurence White

Avace & Bruce Wildie
Nancy Williamson

Carol & Don Wilson
Patty & Bart Wilson

Mike Wilson
Susan Wood

Frances Wyatt
Janet & David Wynne

Pam Jamieson Yarwood
Eleanor Young
Kay Younkman

Pam Goodwin & Alan Zetterberg
Del Zetterberg

Ruth & Frank Zinn
Connie & Irv Zitlow 11
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